
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6 February, 2008

Between 7pm and 8.20pm and at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Apologies
John Hartshorne Chairman until 8pm Clive Emerson
Val Corbett
Sarah Robson
Ron Holden Absent
Harry Scott

In attendance Copy to
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk
Cllr. Brian Corbett
PC Nigel Daly

1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and AGREED from Clive Emerson, who was unable to attend 
because of work commitments.  Cllr. John Riddle had offered his apologies for absence to the Clerk.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The meetings of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising
a) item 3a: Public seating: Damage to seat at Mill corner: The Clerk reported that she had written to the 

haulage contractor pointing out the damage done to the seat and enclosing photographs.  She 
had suggested he refer the matter to his insurers. She had not received a reply.

b) item 3b: Otterburn Hall: The Chairman reported that planning officers had been given access to 
the Hall to review refurbishment work undertaken.  This work was in keeping with the listed 
building status of the Hall.  The matter of access to footpaths would be discussed by 
Northumberland County Council in April.  Val Corbett reported that Martin Bell was 
concerned about the proposed planting of conifers in the Hall grounds in front of his house.

c) item 3c: Interactive Speed Sign: The Chairman reported that Corsenside Parish Council remained 
happy to participate in sharing an interactive speed sign.

d) item 3d: Road Markings at Mill corner: The Clerk reported that these had now been repainted.
e) item 3e: Munro’s Buses: The Clerk reported that she had twice requested information from users 

of service 131 in her Redesdale Notes in the Hexham Courant.  She had received one written 
and one telephone response.  She had written to the Parish Clerks at Rochchester & Byrness, 
Kirkwhelpington, Capheaton and Belsay to ask for their support, reasoning that if the bus is 
full at Otterburn, those parishes north and further south on the A696 must also be 
experiencing difficulties.  Members of Rochester WI noted that it was sometimes difficult to 
get on the bus when it leaves Newcastle because of the number of passengers.  Two 
suggestions were made: 1) passengers with a return ticket should be given priority and 2) the 
service travelling north should be expressed to beyond Ponteland except for the airport stop.

f) item 3f: Belonging Communities: The Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting in 
Hexham on 29 January.  Tynedale Council seemed unclear as to how the new structure would 
work.  It did appear that a forum, comprising Parish Councils and other parties, would be the 
main upward line of communication in the County.  He was concerned that the views of 
unelected groups and organisations taking part in the forum may be given excessive weight 
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over those of Parishes.  He intended to invite Parishes in the North Tyne and Redesdale 
Belonging Community to a meeting to discuss these concerns.

g) item 3g: Street lighting in Willowgreen: The Clerk reported that the matter of adopting roads, street 
lighting etc, on Phase One was progressing and could be resolved in the near future.  In the 
meantime, she had made a firm verbal complaint to the street lighting department at NCC and 
the light in The Cherry Trees has now been repaired.

h) item 3h: Grants to local organisations: The Clerk reported that she had received letters of thanks 
from Community Action Northumberland and St. John’s church.  A response from First 
Responders was awaited but expected soon.

i) item 6a: Tynedale Visitor: The Clerk reported that this has been written for submission before 
the deadline of 8 February.  It brings together the best of previous inserts and some new 
writing.

j) item 6c: Register of Electors 2008: The Clerk reported that she had received the notices re Postal 
Voting after a follow-up telephone call to Tynedale Council.  These had been laminated and 
placed on the two Parish Council notice boards.

k) item 6d: Surgery closures: The Clerk reported that there has been a considerable amount of news 
in the Hexham Courant, the Journal and on local radio and TV about this matter.  At the time 
of the public meeting in Bellingham on 18 January, it was believed that an agreement was 
imminent.  However, the Northumberland Care Trust had back-tracked since then and an 
agreement seemed unlikely in the immediate future.  A full report of the public meeting was 
available on the FOBS website.

4. Finance
a) Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary (£143.50) and expenses (£30), both 

covering December 2007 and January 2008, was AGREED.

b) Bank account signatories: The Clerk reported that this matter was now largely resolved. She had 
written twice to an address in Manchester provided by Lloyds TSB.  A response had eventually 
been received from a Taunton-based department of the bank.  It had emerged that because 
Parish Councillors are elected, there was no need for them to take proof of identity to the 
bank when registering as signatories.  The bank staff at Bellingham should have known this. 
She hoped the new mandate could be completed by the four remaining Parish Councillors 
after the meeting.  This would then be sent directly to Taunton for registration at which time 
the bank had promised to discuss the issue of compensation.

c) Precept 2008/09: A financial statement including projections to 31 March, 2008 had been 
discussed at the December, 2007 meeting of the Parish Council.  It had been agreed to defer a 
decision on the 2008/09 precept until the New Year.  The Chairman and Vice Chair had met 
on Saturday, 5 January and, with reference to the financial information available, had 
AGREED that the Precept for the coming year should remain the same as for the current 
year.  The application form was completed accordingly and returned to Tynedale Council 
within the deadline.  

d) Invoice from Tynedale Council for Grass Cutting: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice for grass 
cutting amounting to £45.77.

e) Grant to Tynedale CAB: IT WAS AGREED to award a grant of £50 to Tynedale CAB.
f) Grant to Friends of Bellingham Surgery: A letter requesting financial support had been received and 

was discussed.  IT WAS AGREED to award a grant of £30.
g) Subscription to Clerks and Councils Direct: IT WAS AGREED to renew the Parish Council’s 

annual subscription in the amount of £9.50.
h) Parish Clerk Training: The Clerk reported that since the last meeting, an application form had 

been received from Community Action Northumberland offering Parish Clerk training.  With 
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the agreement of the Chairman, she had booked two courses, one for New Clerks on 5 
February, the other on Accounts and Audits on 26 February.  A fee of £3 per course was paid. 

i) Millennium Green Insurance and purchase of a new lawn mower: The Clerk reported that an invoice 
amounting to £229.17 for insuring the Millennium Green had been received and paid.  The 
Chairman said the Parish Council was greatly indebted to Ron Holden for cutting the grass. 
IT WAS AGREED to purchase a new lawnmower for the Millennium Green.  

j) Grant to Woodchips: A letter requesting financial support had been received and was discussed. 
IT WAS AGREED to award a grant of £50.

5. Planning

a) Sunny Brae, Otterburn: Change of use from farm buildings to Granny flat: This application was 
considered and AGREED by members without objection.

b) Plots 88-90 Willowgreen: Construction of 14 homes:  The Clerk reported that this application, 
because of the closing date, had already been considered by members and OBJECTIONS had 
been submitted.

c) Snaith’s Garage: Construction of 2 mobile homes: The Clerk reported that since the last meeting, this 
application has been APPROVED by Tynedale Council on the understanding that the 
‘permission was given for a period of 2 years only, expiring on 9 January 2010, and, unless 
further application for the renewal of the permission was made and permission granted, the 
mobile home units which are the subject of this permission shall be removed and the site made 
good.’

d) Otterburn Mill: Construction of single storey extension: The Clerk reported that since the last meeting, 
two applications from Otterburn Mill had been APPROVED by Tynedale Council.

6.  New business
a) VCS Consortium Conference, 17 March, 2008: No member was able to attend this conference.
b) Correspondence Received: A number of items had been received and the contents were conveyed 

to members for their information.

7. Any other business
a) Police Speed Checks: PC Daly informed members that Northumbria Police would be operating a 

mobile speed check in the North Tyne and Redesdale area during the coming months.  He 
hoped Otterburn could be one of the locations.  Road users would be stopped and warned if 
they were breaking the speed limit.  Members felt this would be helpful.  IT WAS AGREED 
that motorcyclists (Sunday) and wagons (any weekday) were the two groups to be targeted.

b) Community Support Officers: PC Daley informed members that Community Support Officers 
would be available to provide occasional patrols Otterburn in due course.  

8. Date, time and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 5 March at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.

 

Chairman: …..  Page 3 of 3

C:\Documents and Settings\Windows XP\My Documents\Otterburn Parish Council\2 Minutes\Year 2007-08\Mins 020608.doc


